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It was E.M. Bounds that said, “The Church is looking for better methods; God is 

looking for better men. What the Church needs today is not more machinery or 

better, not new organizations or more and novel methods, but people whom the 

Holy Ghost can use.” And it’s true. It’s seems much easier and I think we think – 

more effective if we can learn a new tactic, method or model. But at the end of the 

day – God uses people – he anoints people. Like the priests in the Old Testament 

who wore certain garments for ministry – in the same we have to dress for success. 

You’re going to love the conversation today on the Grow Leader Podcast. 

 

(Musical intro) 

 

Well hello everyone and welcome to the Grow Leader podcast where we Grow 

Leaders that Grow churches by helping them reach their full potential. I’m Chris 

Hodges and I’m so thrilled you’ve joined us for this episode and this is going to be 

good one – one that you will want every one of your staff, leaders, Dream Teamers 

and volunteers to hear – so thanks for joining us. Once again I’m so thrilled to be 

joined by my co-host – Matt Minor. Welcome Matt. 

 

(Matt Greeting) 

 

(Sponsor info) 

 

The podcast topics – a conversation of everything we weren’t able to fit into the 

Grow Leader conference. 

 

 

 

 

  



Dressed for Success 
 

We believe your Spiritual Man needs to be developed 

 So that you’re anointed – not just skilled 

 

The difference between a gift and an anointing 

 Gift will make room for you – can do a lot 

 But it’s not an anointing 

 

An anointing is when God is working through you supernaturally 

 It is available to you – you have to pursue it 

 Do everything you can to cultivate it 

 

The Priestly Garments – Exodus 28 & 29 

 

(Exodus 28:2 NIV) Make sacred garments for your brother Aaron to give 

him dignity and honor. 

 

That’s the anointing 

 The anointing will give you dignity and honor – distinctive 

 

To receive the anointing – you’ve got to get dressed the right way 

5 distinct things that the priests were clothed with 

Give them to you in order from head to toe 

 

Here’s the first one… 

 

(Exodus 28:36-37 NIV) Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as on a 

seal: HOLY TO THE LORD. Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to the 

turban; it is to be on the front of the turban. 

 

The first thing the priest put on was a gold turban – a crown 

 With a huge gold plate 

 On it written “Set apart holy unto the Lord” 

 

 



1. The Crown of Holiness over my Mind. 
 

Integrity – won or lost in the mind 

 

The crown/turban covers the mind 

 That’s where the battleground is 

 

And the devil will do everything he can to pollute your mind 

Internet – music – movies – compromise 

 But you are set apart unto the Lord 

 Create an eye and ear “gate” 

 

Paul talked about this struggle in 1 Corinthians 2 & 3 

 

Natural man – without God – soo–key–cos 

 Spiritual man – thinks about God – pneuma–tee–kos 

 Carnal man – mixture between the 2 – sar–key–kos 

 Carne – with meat – with flesh 

 

Put the turban on – “Holy to the Lord” 

 My thoughts have to be holy 

 No place for the secular 

 

(2 Corinthians 6:14-16 NIV) Do not be yoked together with unbelievers. For 

what do righteousness and wickedness have in common? Or what fellowship 

can light have with darkness? What harmony is there between Christ and 

Belial? Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? What 

agreement is there between the temple of God and idols? For we are the 

temple of the living God. 

 

Story – when I got saved at 15 – no secular 

 And I learned fasting – breaks the mastery of the flesh 

 

(2 Corinthians 6:17 NIV) Therefore, “Come out from them and be separate, 

says the Lord. Touch no unclean thing, and I will receive you.”  

 

 



To make a difference, we have to be different. 
 

Grapple with the tension of the world constantly 

 If Jesus were here in the flesh – would I say, watch, do this? 

 

First – put on the turban – holy to the Lord 

Here’s the second one… 

 

(Exodus 28:29-30 NIV) Whenever Aaron enters the Holy Place, he will bear 

the names of the sons of Israel over his heart on the breastpiece of decision 

as a continuing memorial before the LORD. Also put the Urim and the 

Thummim in the breastpiece, so they may be over Aaron’s heart whenever 

he enters the presence of the LORD. Thus Aaron will always bear the means 

of making decisions for the Israelites over his heart before the LORD. 

 

Urim – light 

Thummim – innocence 

 

The priest wore a breast plate over his heart 

 With people’s names on it – 12 tribes of Israel 

 No darkness – complete innocence in relationships 

 

 

2. The Breastplate of Relationships over my Heart. 
 

You are where you are because of the people in your life 

 You are the sum total of your relationships – good or bad 

 

Must have a pure heart to carry the anointing 

Most have some type of wound 

And therefore make bad decisions 

 

Your heart condition reflects your decision making 

 

If you are wounded by people – you need to get healed 

We get hurt by people – but we also get healed with people 



 God uses people to help you get healed – James 5:16 

 

Jesus – Lord’s Prayer – only part He gave commentary to after the prayer 

 Forgive people 

 Daily walk in forgiveness 

 

Story – Rick Bezet – dad divorced his mom 

 Billy Hornsby – 8th grade teacher 

 

 

Few things affect the anointing in my life more than my 

feelings about other people. 
 

Here’s the next garment… 

 

(Exodus 28:39 NIV) Weave the tunic of fine linen and make the turban of 

fine linen. 

 

Undergarment of white linen – no wool 

 Described more in Ezekiel… 

 

(Ezekiel 44:17-18 NIV) When they enter the gates of the inner court, they 

are to wear linen clothes; they must not wear any woolen garment while 

ministering at the gates of the inner court or inside the temple. They are to 

wear linen turbans on their heads and linen undergarments around their 

waists. They must not wear anything that makes them perspire. 

 

God did not want them to wear anything that makes them perspire 

 

 

3. The Undergarment of Rest over my Life. 
 

You can’t see it – it’s an undergarment 

 You see busy – but I’m really at rest 

 

The anointed establish a pace – priorities – schedule – disciplines 



 Begins with spending time with Jesus 

 

(Matthew 11:28-30 NIV) “Come to me, all you who are weary and 

burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from 

me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”  

 

Yoke – well-fit – custom made yoke – fits your life in every way 

 

We have to find balance in our lives 

 Balance is the resting place between two opposing forces 

 Both are competing for your time and energy 

 Manage the tension well – those are balanced people 

 

Story – my Sabbatical in 2011 – burnout – deaths – tired 

 Took me 3 weeks to start resting 

 I forgot how it feels to be tired – adrenalizing through it 

 

(Hebrews 4:9-11 NIV) There remains, then, a Sabbath-rest for the people of 

God; for anyone who enters God’s rest also rests from their works, just as 

God did from his.  Let us, therefore, make every effort to enter that rest. 

 

Make every effort – it takes work to rest 

Honor the LORD’s Day 

Re-order your life 

 Rest – replenish – sharpen the saw 

 

Bottom line – We have to learn how to say “no” 

We’re going to have to eliminate something 

Something’s got to go – choose to cheat 

 

Book – Essentialism – The Disciplined Pursuit of Less 

 

 

If you learn to say “no”, you’ll trade popularity for respect. 
 

On top of that garment was a robe… 



 

(Exodus 28:31, 33-35 NIV) Make the robe of the ephod entirely of blue 

cloth… Make pomegranates of blue, purple and scarlet yarn around the hem 

of the robe, with gold bells between them. The gold bells and the 

pomegranates are to alternate around the hem of the robe. Aaron must wear 

it when he ministers. The sound of the bells will be heard when he enters the 

Holy Place before the LORD and when he comes out. 

Josephus said it had 72 bells around the hem 

 

 

4. The Garment of Praise in my Spirit. 
 

When I have joy – praise – I can give it to others 

Isaiah says that God’s anointing is upon me – to… 

 

(Isaiah 61:3 NIV) Provide for those who grieve in Zion— to bestow on them 

a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning, and a 

garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness. 

 

There is a spirit of heaviness 

I believe that we live in a time where life is “heavier” than ever before 

 Let me say it this way – there is gravity 

 You can feel the weight of life – news – marriage – health 

 

When you get to those intersections of life 

 We have to make some choices 

 CHOOSE joy 

 

Story – Amy Leigh Bamberg – hire people with joy 

 Infectious – God’s presence and anointing is in it 

 

You have to choose joy 

 

(2 Corinthians 6:10) …sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; poor, yet making 

many rich; having nothing, and yet possessing everything. 

 

 



The key to joy is gratitude. 
 

We get so focused on what we want – forget to see what we have 

 

After the priest was dressed… 

(Exodus 29:7 NIV) Take the anointing oil and anoint him by pouring it on 

his head. 

 

What is that oil? Psalm 133 tells us 

 

(Psalm 133:1-3 NIV) How good and pleasant it is when God’s people live 

together in unity! It is like precious oil poured on the head, running down on 

the beard, running down on Aaron’s beard, down on the collar of his robe. It 

is as if the dew of Hermon were falling on Mount Zion. For there the LORD 

bestows his blessing, even life forevermore. 

 

 

5. The Oil of Unity over my Head. 
 

Social media – the culture of opinions 

 Dehumanize people – not considering feelings 

 

Story – Pastor who commented on my twitter post 

 “But does she love Jesus?” 

 Turned out to be an ARC church planter 

 

Don’t be critical of other people, pastors or other ministries 

Leave it alone – God has got it 

 

Your head – ears, eyes, mouth 

 They either bring unity or disunity 

 

Refuse to gossip 

Be the kind of person that when someone gossips, it’s not cool 

They know they can’t say those things here 

 



 

Believe the best about people. 
 

Think the best about people 

 

Get dressed for the call of God on your life 

 Holiness – healing – rest – joy – unity 

 God will give you supernatural anointing 

 

 


